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The Canadian Regional Science Association, along with its sis ter 
organization, l'Association de Science Régionale de Langue Fra
nçaise/ had for several years considered the possibility of organiz
ing a conference based upon the contributions of its members to 
the important field of international development. This goal will 
soon be accomplished when the two Associations hold a joint 
meeting in Marrakech, Morocco in September 1985. In prepara
tion for this event, each of the Associations has decided to devote 
a special issue of its journal to the presentation of different 
approaches to problems of "space and development" in the Third 
World. 

As Philippe Aydalot writes in his article in the Revue d'Économie 
Régionale el Urbaine: 

Rather than seeking a model of development which permits a satis
factory spatial organisation, a model is often chosen without concern 
for its spatial implications, and is then forced to adapt itself to the 
desired spatial patterns. Such a procedure wou Id be possible if space 
were a neutral medium, adaptable and independent of production 
modes. We have seen that this is not the case; th us, the failure lies in 
the very principles of regional planning. 
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The urban explosion of the Third World, although very likely 
slowing down, illustrates the unfortunate consequences of this 
failure. 

The real problem, however, is even more complex and it 
manifests itself in an n + 2 dimensional space: n for the economic 
and social indicators, and two (at least) for geographic space. Tt is 
in the realm of space that the problem of "allotopy" manifests 
itself: that which is done, or is not done, several kilometers (or 
often several thousand kilometers) away willlikely affect the level 
of well-being of the population in a particular locality. ln his con
tribution, Ahmed Trachen develops sorne hypotheses on the evo
lution of socio-spacial inequalities, and shows ways in which they 
can be measured. 

How can one plan for a harmonious pattern of spatial growth 
in developing countries? This is the issue to which Ludovicus 
Mennes addresses himself. Given such factors as economies of 
scale, the indivisibility of certain functions, external economies, 
and transportation costs, complex mathematical techniques are 
often necessary elements of the plans which will eventually guide 
developmen t. 

The importance of rural space is the concern of Jacques Chon
chol. Rural space is not only a supplier of food but also a counter
balance to the urban explosion, an issue of paramount impor
tance. Once again the multidimensional nature of the problem of 
spatio-economic development becomes evident, as does the need 
for our models of development to explicitly integrate both spatial 
and economic phenomena. 

Edgar Reveiz treats issues of control, monitoring, and correc
tion in the context of Colombia. Disparities continue to appear 
and to reappear across space, and the ability to react to the cir
cumstances, to perform the needed fine-tunings, must begin to 
characterize our models of spatial dynamics. The degree of com
plexity required by our future models is underlined by the fact 
that they need to consider both the urban and the rural 
space-economies. 

The concepts of multidimensionality and "allotopy" appear 
again in the paper of Manuel Correia de Andrade. The problems 
that he describes in northeastern Brazil are certainly situated in 
that region, but they have their origins in other parts of Brazil 
and of the world. Further, these problems involve organizational 
and legal dimensions. Events in the latter non-geogrOiphic spaces 
may be more relevant than spatial and economic considerations. 
This clearly underlines the necessity for regional science to adopt 
a truly interdisciplinary approach. 

A further example of "allotopy" appears in the article of Jean
Paul Carrière: peripherally-located Portgual and its dependency 

upon linkages with the European economy. The combination of 
sectoral imbalances with those of a regional nature necessitates 
highly individualized approaches. Tt appears that an approach join
ing sectoral elasticities and locational factors would be highly 
beneficial for decision ma king in the area of regional policy in 
Portgual. 

The search for externalities is central to Henri Regnault's 
examination of T unisia, as weIl as to sorne of the ideas presented 
by Mennes. Models must be followed by concrete forms of 
implemenation. 

Without the vigorous intervention of the State, the Third World can 
only be a spatial chaos with unbearable concentrations and dramatic 
population exoduses, which is unfortunately often already the case. 
Regional scien tists working in the Third World must soon set to 
work; it is not tomorrow that the invisible hand dear to Adam Smith 
will come to play the tune of spatial harmony 

The special issue of the Canadian Journal of Regional Science pres
ents an additonal set of articles on the theme of "Space and 
Development." The sensitivity of the Canadian authors to the 
territorial aspects of development is no doubt related to the his
tory of Canada, a former colony scattered over a vast area, with 
an economy highly dependent upon international trade and the 
exploitation of natural resources. While clearly among the ranks 
of the world's developed countries, Canada still possesses certain 
similarities to developing nations. 

Georges Anglade, examining the Haitian experience, questions 
the validity of the regional concept. In his view there have been 
three phases of spatial development in Haiti: 1) "piecemeal" devel
opment, in the colonial period and the later mercantile era; 
2) "regionalized" development, based upon local markets; and 3) a 
phase characterized by the collapse of regional economies, the 
destruction of rural space, and the centralization of development 
in the capital city. In Anglade's view, the use of a region as a unit 
of intervention is no longer appropria te. Beyond Port-au-Prince, 
the capital, there no longer exists the "articulated" space capable 
of serving as the object of regional planning in the classic sense of 
the term; one must search for other "nodes of resistance." 

The authors that deal with Haiti (Anglade, Coffey and Lewis, 
Turcan) are aIl searching for the optimal spatial unit for interven
tion in a country in which neither the administrative structure 
nor the regional patterns seem to inspire optimism. William Cof
fey and Laurence Lewis underline the centripetal effect of policies 
conceived in Port-au-Prince, the degradation of the environment 
and of agricultural potential, and the necessity of intervening at a 
local level accessible to the rural population. They propose a 
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framework for local intervention in a small region on Haiti's 
southern peninsula. In a country as improverished as Haiti, how
ever, the real problem consists not of elaborating plans but, 
rather, of establishing effective implementation mechanisms. This 
returns us to the basic issue of the optimal unit for intervention 
and, indeed, to the possibilities for intervention in a space so 
poorly articulated. 

Pavel Turcan also expresses sorne reservations concerning 
"top-down" planning for a country characterized by such rudi
mentary administrative structures: "the entire logic of 'top-down' 
development is based on the concept of polarized growth." The 
expected effects of the spatial diffusion of growth presuppose the 
establishment of a growth centre in a well-articulated region; 
such is not the case in Haiti. Short-cuts are not possible. In order 
to be effective, urbanization and industria!ization require the 
existence of a well-articulated rural and agricultural space. In the 
absence of such a base, development runs the risk of exacerbating 
and perpetuating spatial inequalities. The Haitian experience 
underlines this point. Turcan concludes, as do his colleagues, that 
interventions must be aimed at small spatial units. His preferred 
target is that of "peasant groups," for which the conditions of 
success are also very demanding. Such grass-roots interventions, 
while less capital intensive, are by no means easy to implement. 

Ian McAllister presents a broad view of regional planning since 
the Second World War. He demonstrates the transformation of 
large planning frameworks conceived at a national scale into con
cerns both more modest in scope and more limited in their spatial 
dimension. The optimism of the 1960s has given way to a new 
realism that more explicitly takes into account the complexity of 
spatial and sectoral concerns. 

A number of authors stress basic issues related to land and to 
local conditions. The recent experience of severa! African nations 
has sensitized us to the problems of rural areas. But while 
acknowledging that rural space will come to occupy an important 
place in our analyses, one must not overlook the urban areas; the 
two concerns are closely related. Urban problems are, in general, 
more evident in countries that have attained a certain level of 
industrialization. In his discussion of Brazil, Roger Roberge 
stresses issues r,elating to the urban hierarchy and to the criteria 
guiding investment in urban infrastructure. In Brazil, a country 
much more affluent than Haiti, one also cornes up a,gainst prob
lems of administrative capacity, human resources, and limited 
financial resources. In a country characterized by such limited 
resources and administrative capacity, how can the spatial dimen
sions of the economy be influenced, and the overconcentration of 
the population in certain cities be reduced? The future is not 

necessarily bright in this respect. According to Roberge, the rela
tive productivity of the large cities is still stronger in developing 
countries than in industrialized nations. 

Christian Dufournaud and Rodney White attempt to model 
the linkages between rural areas and urbanization in Senegal, 
stressing the environmental effects of development. Their con
cerns are similar to those of the other authors: how to assure a 
balanced level of urbanization without devastating the rest of the 
country. Their model is based in part upon the previous work of 
Luc-Normand Tellier, who provides a commentary on their work. 
The results of the work by Dufournaud and White clearly illus
trate the circular, and perhaps irreversible, nature of rural-to
urban migration; the growth of Dakar appears difficult to stem. 
And, as Tellier further notes, nowhere is the ecological balance 
more fragile than in sub-Sahara Africa. If, however, we become 
more sensitive to ecological questions, the relationships that must 
be examined become highly complex. The article by Dufournaud 
and White is highly instructive in this respect. How complex 
should our models of spatial development become? 

In reviewing the contributions to the two special issues, a 
number of points of commonality stand out: 

- the recognition of the high degree of complexity involved in 
spatial-economic relationships (and related modeling problems); 

- a new level of realism regarding the possibilities for develop
ment interventions, and regarding the impossibility of 
short-cu ts; 

- the urgency of addressing the problems of rural and agricul
tural areas; 

- the importance of less capital intensive forms of intervention, 
implemented at a reduced spatial scale. 


